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Agenda

Topics

ÅCommon themes

ÅDeparting

ÅAnchoring

ÅReturning

Key Terms

ÅSpring lines 
Named for the direction they 
pull and their attachment point

ÅRode

ÅScope

ÅMinimum Control Speed

ÅGlide zone

ÅTide

ÅCurrent



Common Themes

Wind and Current

ÅKnow before you go

ÅDifferences between forecast 
and actual

Communication

ÅDevelop your plan

ÅExplain your plan

ÅAssign crew duties up front

ÅDiscuss how and what to 
communicate

ÅShare your contingency plan



Departure Planning

ÅEvaluate the conditions

ÅIdentify the risks

ÅDevelop contingency plans

Å¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ōƻŀǘΩǎ ǇƛǾƻǘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ



Pre-Departure Preparation - Weather

ÅNot just for today but for 
yesterday and tomorrow!

ÅInternet/Apps
ÅWeather.com

ÅSailflow.com

ÅIntellicast.com

ÅNOAA.gov

ÅWindy

ÅVHF - WX channels
ÅContinual marine forecasts



Pre-Departure Preparation ςTides

Check tides and currents!

Anchoring Apps/Websites
ÅThe Boat US App
ÅWindy (also weather) App
Åhttps://tidandcurrents.noaa.gov

https://tidandcurrents.noaa.gov/


Final Checks

ÅI have a departure plan and have shared it 
ÅWhich lines off first

ÅWhich lines doubled back

ÅWhich lines off last

ÅThe boat is watertight

ÅEngine running smoothly, water pump is pumping

ÅEveryone is wearing a PFD and knows their duties

ÅEveryone is in their proper location

ÅAll lines are out of the water



Spring Lines: After Spring Line



Spring Lines: Forward Spring Line



Anchoring: Planning to Anchor

Tips
Å Check water depth  and tides 

on a chart.

Å Make sure there are no 
obstructions or other boats.

Å Try to anchor in calmer, 
protected waters

Å Desired scope 5:1 to 7:1
(rode = distance (2) times 5 or 7)

Å Share your plan with your crew



Anchoring: Setting the Anchor

ÅHead into wind or current; whichever 
is dominant.
ÅStop boat or slight sternway
ÅPay out anchor line as boat drifts or 

is slowly reversed.
ÅSnub anchor line at 5:1 scope. If 

anchor sets, pay out additional line.
Åά¢Ŝǎǘ ǎŜǘέ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎƘƻǊ ōȅ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƭƛƴŜ 

fast and powering in reverse. 
ÅIf anchor drags, weigh and retry.
ÅSet an anchor watch or alarm 

FLUKE

SHANK



Anchoring: Retrieving an Anchor

ÅPreparing to weigh anchor
ÅDevelop a plan
ÅCommunicate your plan and assign 

duties
ÅKeep a pair of gloves for your anchor 

person

ÅWeighing anchor
ÅUse the motor 
ÅUse minimum control speed
ÅTake in line
ÅRinse off a bit before pulling the 

anchor aboard



Returning to the Dock

Key Points:

ÅHave a plan

ÅMake sure everyone knows the 
plan

ÅDuties assigned

ÅFenders and dock lines ready

ÅApproach at Minimum Control 
Speed



Returning to the Dock

ÅMake small corrections

ÅUse momentum to bring you alongside 

ÅHands and feet inside the boat

ÅKeeps lines away from the propeller

ÅBe stopped alongside



Schedule of Upcoming Classes

Powerboat Classes
16-hour course, 3 Certifications Included

ÅSafe Powerboat Handling 
ÅSat/Sun February 5-6

ÅSat/Sun February 26-27

ÅThu/Fri March 10-11

ÅSat/Sun March 19-20

ÅWomen's Safe Powerboat 
Handling 
ÅSat/Sun February 26-27

ÅSat/Sun March 12-13

ÅSat/Sun April 23-24

Sailing Classes
Sequence for International Proficiency Certificate

ÅBasic Keelboat 1 
ÅSat/Sun February 5-6

ÅWed/Thu March 2-3

ÅSat/Sun March 1213

ÅTue/Wed March 22-23

ÅBasic Keelboat 2 
ÅFri/Sat March 4-5

ÅSat/Sun March 26-27

ÅSat/Sun April 23-24

ÅBasic Cruising  
ÅFri-Sun 

February 11-13

ÅFri-Sun March 11-13

ÅBareboat Cruising 
ÅFri-Sun April 8-10
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1 Stupid Rule
and 10 Really Smart ones

Staying out of trouble on the water

Captain Tim Vienneau
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One Stupid Rule

From the SC DNR Website:

https://www.dnr.sc.gov/education/boated.html

Who needs a Boater Education by law?

Boaters under 16 years of age are required by law to pass an 
approved boater education course before operating, without 
supervision, a personal watercraft (jet ski) or a boat powered 
by 15 hp motor or more.

Anyone else, with no experience at all can go buy any boat 
and without any training go boating in South Carolina



10 - Learn the rules 
that apply to your boat

Vessel Length/Type Personal Floatation 
Devices

Navigation Lights Fire Extinguishers Horn/ Whistle/ Bell Distress Signals

[Ŝǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ мсΩOne type I, II, III, V 
per per person 

Navigation lights or 
white lantern or 
flashlight (to 23 feet)

Efficient sound 
producing device 
(not voice)

USCG night signals if 
operated at night

DǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ мсΩOne type I, II, III, V 
per per person + one 
type IV

* ^ USCG approved day 
signals and night 
signals

[Ŝǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ нсΩ^ Sidelights, sternlight
OR tricolor masthead 
light (sail only)

1x 5B ^ ^ 

26-40 feet ^ ^ 2x 5B or 
1x 20B

^ ^

39.4-65.6 Feet (SC 
DNR)

^ ^ 3x 5B or 
1x 20B + 1x 5B

Whistle and Bell Flares in coastal 
waters 3 day/3 night 
OR Flag & SOS light

ÅStop by the DNR booth to pick up a copy of the South Carolina boating 
laws ςread it! (this table is a rough fusion of state and federal)


